ASPS AND ADDERS

This foolish creature had spoken too soon. She had received
a love-letter from the King; wishing the gift of her person to
be repaid by all sorts of honours, she had consulted a relative
of hers, the comte de Stainville, later due de Choiseul, who
was notorious for his contemptuous hatred of Pompadour.
She showed him the King's letter. This was her undoing. He
took the letter, asking her to give him till the morrow for his
answer. In a flash he saw that if he committed one act of
treachery, his future was assured. He went to Pompadour,
and showed her the letter. One can imagine her feelings as she
read it and discovered, not only the inconstancy of her lover,
but also the deceit of this d'Estrades for whom she had done
so much. Suddenly another suspicion assailed her. Why, she
asked, had Monsieur le comte de Stainville seen fit to change
his attitude towards her? He replied that he was full of respect
for her, and thought her useful to the King; he had, he said,
pretended to dislike her for the good of the State, but in
reality he was devoted to her. So both plotted the overthrow
of Madame de Choiseul.

Several days later she was thrown out 'comme une petite
p------who had behaved badly and ogled the King*.

But Madame d'Estrades was not scotched yet: her turn
came soon. Pompadour had deemed it more politic not to
insist on dismissing her until she could rouse Louis' personal
animosity against her; in the meantime, with that utter dis-
loyalty which was so characteristic of him, Louis refused to
have d'Estrades sent packing. Renault said he did it to make
Pompadour angry. D'Estrades employed the interim in
spreading exaggerated rumours about Pompadour's extra-
vagance, which d'Argenson in turn reported to the King. At
this, Pompadour's patience snapped. Here again Fortune
played into her hands and the d'Estrades gave her the oppor-
tunity of dismissing her. While ill in bed one day, she had
received an important letter from the King about Parliament.
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